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those lawyers at present are, whose hair has grown grey in the
contentions of the bar/' *

This scheme assumes that the legislator can know
beforehand from the nature of man all the conduct
he can by possibility exhibit, determine, and enjoin
what is conducive to the greatest happiness of the
greatest number, and forbid what is destructive of
that happiness,

The world-wide difference between this theory of
law and that which I have ventured to think the
true one, is palpable at a glance. They are, indeed,
opposites. The one views man as coming into
existence with faculties which enable him to perceive
the consequences of his own conduct, and to regulate
it accordingly; so that when he finds that action of a
certain character arouses the resentment, anger., and
retaliation of others, he avoids it, learns that com-
pliance with custom is expected both by himself and
others, and that consequently when he complies with
it he is safe, and thus makes compliance with''custom
his rule of action; that in this way a boundary line is
marked out within which every man may act freely,
but beyond which he must not go; that with this
freedom of action he is left to work out his own
happiness or misery by his own efforts; that society
enforces this conformity to custom by punishing
departures from it, and to this end constructs the
machinery of government and enacts the laws which
are adapted to the purpose, the whole scheme being
the result of an Order altogether analogous to the
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